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Kevoht  of  the  Executive  Boakd  of  the 
Committee  of  Seventy  to  the  Genekau 
Committee,  at  a Meeting  held  at  the 
City  Club  March  11,  1910,  on  the  Investi- 
gation OF  the  Election  of  November  -, 
1909. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Committee  of  Seventy: 

Gentlemen  ; — Iimiiediately  after  the  elec- 
tion of  November  2,  1909.  your  Executive 
Board  met,  and,  as  a result  of  numerous 
complaints  laid  before  it,  resolved  to  investi- 
gate the  many  charges  that  said  election  was 
characterized  by  gross  fraud  in  the  matter  of 
the  “assistance”  of  voters,  by  interference 
bv  the  police  with  the  conduct  of  the  election, 
by  the  illegal  arrest  of  voters,  by  the  dis- 
regard of  magistrates’  discharges  and  bj 
brutality  and  intimidation. 

Shortly  thereafter,  on  Tuesday,  November 
9 1909,  a general  meeting  of  the  Committee 
of  Seventy  was  held,  at  which  seventy-eigld 
persons  were  present,  of  whom  forty-seven 
were  members  of  the  Committee.  The  follow- 
ing resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

'‘Resolved,  that  the  Committee  of 
Seventy  heartily  approves  the  resolution 
passed  by  the  Executive  Committee 
authorizing  an  investigation  of  the 
recent  election  irregularities  and  extends 
its  hearty  support  financially  and  other- 
wise.” 

The  investigation  referred  to  in  this  resolu- 
tion had  been  begun  immediately  after  the 
election  and  was  continued  from  that  time 
until  the  election  of  February  1.5.  1910.  The 
force'  engaged  in  the  conduct  of  this  investi- 
gation has  included  the  Executive  Secretary, 
a number  of  investigators  or  canvassers  work- 
ing under  him  and  several  lawyers,  who  gave 
all  or  most  of  their  time  to  this  work,  in 
addition  to  the  services  volunteered  by  one 
or  two  attorneys,  members  of  the  Committee, 
in  connection  with  the  investigation  of  spe- 
cial cases. 
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How  INVESTIGATIOA'  was  CONDaCTED. 

It  is  not  possible,  within  the  limits  of  this 
report,  to  give  a detailed  or  adequate  state- 
ment of  the  amount  of  work  done,  but  some 
idea  can  be  gathered  from  a general  sum- 
mary of  the  facts.  553  election  districts 
were  investigated,  which  was  all  the  ground 
that  could  be  adequately  covered  in  the  time 
mentioned,  with  the  funds  at  the  Committee’s 
disposal.  In  the  investigation  of  these  dis- 
tricts and  the  criminal  prosecutions  which 
grew  out  of  it,  more  than  five  thousand  wit- 
nesses were  examined.  The  greater  number 
of  these  witnesses  were  seen  at  their  own 
homes  or  places  of  employment  by  the  Com- 
mittee's investigators,  but  a large  propor- 
tion, including  all  those  whose  testimony  was 
to  be  used  in  criminal  prosecutions,  were 
examined  by  attorneys  acting  for  the  Com- 
mittee and  the  statements  of  the  witnesses 
were  taken  stenographically.  Many  cases 
were  investigated  with  a view  to  criminal 
prosecution,  in  which  the  evidence  when 
finally  collected  did  not  seem  to  justify  such 
action.  Rejecting  such  cases,  ninety-one  ar- 
rests were  made  and  the  defendants  were 
held  for  court.  So  far  thirty-eight  indict- 
ments have  been  found.  Pending  the  trial  ot 
these  cases  our  counsel  prefers- that  we  do 
not  publish  details  as  to  the  evidence. 

AYhat  the  Investigation  Proves. 

It  may  be  said,  however,  that  the  investi- 
gation conducted  as  aforesaid,  proves  that 
there  were  two  abuses  incident  to  this  elec- 
tion, which  were  deliberately  and  system- 
atically planned ; were  wide-spread  in  extent 
and  of  the  utmost  gravity  and  importance  in 
character.  The  first  is  that  a large  number 
of  voters  were  illegally  accompanied  into  the 
polling  booths  by  other  persons,  under  the 
pretense  of  giving  them  “assistance”  in  the 
marking  of  their  ballots.  For  reasons  here- 
after stated,  your  committee  estimates  the 
number  of  such  assisted  voters  to  have  been 
about  38,000.  Only  a very  insignificant  per- 
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centage  of  them  labored  under  any  disability, 
physical,  mental  or  educational,  in  the  mark- 
ing of  their  ballots.  The  scheme  was  planneU 
and  perpetrated  for  the  purpose  of  insuring 
that  this  body  of  voters  should  vote  the 
regular  Republican  ticket.  It  is  well  recog- 
nized that  bribery  on  a large  scale  is  impos- 
sible, or  at  least  impracticable,  unless  the 
ballots  can  be  marked  by  those  who  give 
the  bribes,  and  that  weak  or  timid  voters 
cannot  be  effectively  controlled  UTiless  it  is 
known  how  they  mark  their  ballots. 
much  as  a voter  who  refuses  “assistance" 
thereby  gives  notice  that  he  does  not  intend 
to  vote  according  to  the  wishes  of  those  who 
offer  him  “assistance,”  an  offer  of  “assist- 
ance” by  a division  leader,  municipal  office- 
holder or  other  person  recognized  as  an  in- 
fluential worker  for  the  dominant  party, 
proves  an  effective  method  of  intimidation. 

A Caeefully  Played  Scheme. 

It  has  been  a matter  of  common  knowledge 
in  the  community  that  at  the  election  of  No- 
vember, 1909,  voters  were  assisted  to  an  extent 
hitherto  unknown  in  Philadelphia  elections, 
but  we  believe  that  the  community  does  not 
realize  how  skilfully  and  systematically  the 
scheme  was  planned  and  executed,  the  ex- 
tent to  which  it  was  practised,  the  influence 
it  had  in  rolling  up  the  Republican  majority, 
or  how  great  a menace  it  was  to  the  secrecy 
of  the  ballot. 

About  a week  before  election  two  of  the 
three  County  Commissioners  of  the  City  of 
Philadelphia',  viz.,  Harry  D.  Beaston  and 
Robert  ,J.  Moore,  obtained  from  Alexander 
Simpson,  Jr„  Esq.,  who  is  counsel  for  the 
Board  of  County  Commissioners,  an  opinion 
in  the  following  form. 

“Under  the  decision  in  Beaver  County 
Elections,  12  Pa.  County  Court  Repts.,  227, 
at  the  regular  election  the  voter  himself  is 
the  sole  judge  of  his  own  disability,  and  is 
entitled  to  have  assistance  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  his  ballot  if  he  declares  his  disa- 
bility. Neither  the  election  officers  nor  any- 
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one  else  can  decide  that  lie  does  not  need 
assistance  if  he  declares  that  he  does. 

(Signed)  Alex.  Simpson,  ,Tk., 
Atty.  for  City  Commissioners.” 

This  was  the  entire  opinion. 

The  two  majority  Commissioners,  Messrs. 
Beaston  and  Moore,  did  not  show  this  opinion 
to  the  minority  Commissioner,  Frank  J.  Gor- 
man, nor  did  they  even  tell  him  that  they  had 
obtained  it,  a suppression  wholly  in  violation 
of  the  practise  of  the  Commissioners’  office. 
Commissioner  Gorman  first  learned  of  the 
existence  of  this  opinion  on  the  day  before 
election  from  the  judge  of  an  election  pre- 
cinct, who  had  received  what  purported  to 
be  a copy  ol  it,  through  the  mail.  It  is  un- 
necessary to  comment  at  length  upon  the 
motives  which  prompted  the  request  for  this 
opinion.  No  one  could  have  supposed  that 
persons  really  in  need  of  assistance  because 
of  disability  would  have  been  denied  it.  The 
real  motive  is  made  sufficiently  clear  by 
subsequent  events.  It  was  part  of  a whole- 
sale and  systematic  attack  upon  the  secrecy 
of  the  ballot  and  the  first  step  was  to  secure 
the  apparent  sanction  of  an  eminent  lawyer 
to  the  Republican  Organization’s  construc- 
tion of  the  law. 

A garbled  statement  of  the  foregoing  opin- 
ion was  printed  ou  a large  poster,  which 
was  hung  on  election  day  in  practically 
every  election  booth  in  the  city.  The  poster 
purported  to  be  an  enlarged  copy  of  instruc- 
tions given  to  the  election  officers  by  the 
County  Commissioners.  It  contained  an  al- 
leged copy  of  the  opinion  signed  “Alexander 
Simpson,  -Ir.,”  which  was  similar  to  the 
above-quoted  opinion  really  furnished  by  Mr. 
Simpson,  except  that  it  omitted  the  import- 
ant words  “if  he  declares  his  disability.” 
The  opinion  of  counsel,  as  printed  on  the 
poster,  was  as  follows : 

“Under  the  decision  in  Beaver  County 
Elections,  12  Pa.  County  Court  Repts.  227. 
at  the  regular  election  the  voter  himself  is 
the  sole  judge  of  his  own  disability . and  is 
entitled  to  have  assistance  in  the  prepara- 
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tion  of  liis  ballot  aud  the  Judge  of  Election 
must  allow  the  voier  any  assistance  he  may 
desire. 

(Signed)  Alex.  Simpsox.  Jr., 

Atty.  for  County  Coinniissiouers.  ’ 

These  posters  bear  the  stamp  of  the  Dun- 
lap Printing  Company,  the  same  company 
which  prints  the  official  papers  for  the  City 
of  Philadelphia,  including  the  instructions  of 
the  County  Commissioners  to  election  offi- 
cers. Whether  it  was  printed  by  the  direct 
order  of  Commissioners  Beaston  and  Jloore, 
your  Committee  has  been  unable  to  ascertain. 

38.000  “Assisted”  Voters. 

With  the  foregoing  statement  of  the  law 
prominently  and  authoritatively  displayed  in 
every  election  booth  in  the  city,  the  Repub- 
lican Organization  rode  rough  shod  over 
every  effort  to  guard  the  secrecy  of  the 
ballot  and  confine  the  statute  regarding  as- 
sistance of  voters  to  its  legitimate  purpose, 
and  proceeded  to  mark  about  38,000  ballots 
at  the  election.  As  has  been  stated,  lack  of 
time  and  money  prevented  the  Committee 
from  canvassing  more  than  553  divisions  out 
of  a total  of  1174,  but  the  divisions  inves- 
tigated were  distributed  generally  through- 
out the  city,  were  selected  by  your  Comiuit- 
tee  with  a view  of  being  fairly  representative 
of  the  entire  number  of  divisions  and  your 
Committee  has  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the 
number  of  voters  who  were  "assisted”  in  the 
divisions  canvassed  furnishes  a fair  basis  for 
determining  the  total  number  “assisted” 
throughout  the  city.  The  actual  number  of 
votes  illegally  marked  in  the  presence  of 
another,  of  which  your  Ckmimittee  has  col- 
lected the  evidence,  is  18,790.  At  the  same 
ratio  the  total  numlier  throughout  the  city 
would  l>e,  and  we  believe  was.  38.000. 

No  Disability  Claimed. 

In  an  overwhelming  ma.iority  of  these  cases 
the  voter  declared  no  disability  and  made 
no  pretence  that  he  labored  under  any  in- 
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flrmity,  physical,  mental  ur  educational, 
which  would  prevent  him  from  exercising 
his  franchise.  In  a very  large  proportion 
of  cases,  even  the  request  for  assistance,  did 
not  come  in  the  first  instance  from  the  voter, 
but  came  from  one  of  the  active  Republican 
workers  at  the  polls,  who,  in  most  cases, 
were  policemen  and  other  municipal  ofllce 
holders.  In  the  more  flagrant  cases,  a sub- 
stantial majority  of  the  total  number  of  bal- 
lots cast  were  marked,  not  by  the  voter,  but 
by  two  or  three  organization  workers.  Thus 
in  the  Third  Division  of  the  Twelfth  Ward, 
out  of  a total  vote  of  18d,  about  125  were  “as- 
sisted” votes.  Most  of  these  ballots  were 
marked  by  two  men,  both  of  whom  are 
city  employees,  and  one  of  the  registration 
officers  also  had  a large  hand  in  it.  Only 
three  or  four  voters  in  that  division  labored 
under  any  disability.  With  tliese  exceptions 
those  wlio  were  assisted  declared  no  disa- 
bility. In  some  cases  they  simply  told  the 
judge  they  wanted  some  one  to  go  into  the 
booth  with  them.  Where  they  neglected  to 
do  this,  an  organization  worker,  and  in  some 
instances  the  judge  of  election,  prompted 
them  to  request  assistance  or  offered  the  as- 
sistance and  hustled  the  voter  into  the 
booth.  Watchers  and  workers  of  the  minor- 
ity parties  who  objected,  were  pointed 
to  Mr.  Simpson’s  opinion  and  told  to  keep 
quiet  or  get  out  of  the  booth.  In  the 
Seventeenth  Division  of  the  Twenty-sixth 
Ward,  out  of  a total  of  280  votes  cast, 
about  150  were^  “assisted”  votes,  the  chier 
offenders  being  an  employee  in  the  office  of 
the  Recorder  of  Deeds  and  an  employee  in 
the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Quarter 
Sessions.  In  this  division  the  judge  of  elec- 
tion was  persuaded  to  put  a stop  to  the  out- 
rage for  a while,  but  it  prevailed  during  the 
early  morning  and  was  resumed  towards  the 
close  of  the  day.  In  the  Thirteenth  Division 
of  the  Fifth  Ward  1.53  votes  were  cast,  of 
which  number  more  than  fifty  were  “as- 
sisted” votes.  The  assistance  was  done  for 
the  most  part  by  an  employee  in  the  office  of 
the  Recorder  of  Deeds  and  a constable.  In 
this  division  one  voter  was  offered  assistance 
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and  i-eCnsed  it,  and  resented  the  offer  having 
been  made  without  his  request,  upon  which 
he  was  knocked  down  and  arrested.  In  the 
Twenty-sixth  Hivisiou  of  the  Seventh  Ward 
out  of  a total  vote  of  190,  between  sixty  and 
seventy  “assisted”  votes  were  cast.  This 
division  furnished  a somewhat  extreme  illus- 
tration of  the  construction  placed  by  the 
party  workers  upon  the  instructions  received 
from  the  County  Commissioners  and  their 
counsel.  The  vigorous  objections  from  the 
minority  party  watchers  caused  a cessation 
of  the  “assistance”  for  a while,  until  the 
ward  leader  came  and  instructed  tlie  election 
officers  that  Mr.  Simpson’s  instructions  were 
to  be  followed  absolutely.  The  work  of 
marking  ballots  then  proceeded.  One  of  the 
inspectors  received  assistance ; so  also  did 
the  owner  of  the  premises  at  which  the  elec- 
tion was  held,  though  expressly  disclaiming 
any  actual  disability.  Among  those  assisted 
was  a man  who  was  active  throughout  the 
day  in  marking  the  ballots  of  other  persons. 
Practically  none  of  the  assisted  voters  in  the 
division  claimed  any  disability  and  a number 
of  them  stated  in  response  to  questions  by 
the  minority  watchers  and  workers  that  they 
had  no  disability.  In  the  Twenty-seventh 
Division  of  the  First  Ward  out  of  287  votes 
cast,  nearly  200  were  “assisted”  votes,  most 
of  the  marking  being  done  by  a detective  in 
the  Coroner's  office,  a police  officer  in  citi- 
zen’s clothes  and  a clerk  in  the  Recorder  of 
Deeds  office. 

The  foregoing  illustrations,  although  among 
the  more  flagrant  cases,  furnish  an  idea  of 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  scheme.  In 
this  way  and  by  these  methods  more  than 
18.000.  ballots  were  marked  in  55.3  divisions, 
an  average  of  about  thirty-five  votes  to  a 
division. 


Indictments  Qu.vshed. 

In  some  of  the  more  flagrant  cases,  where 
from  100  to  200  ballots  were  thus  illegally 
marked,  arrests  were  made  of  the  election 
officers  and  the  persons  most  active  in  mark- 
ing the  ballots,  and  warrants  were  sworn  out 
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by  persons  in  the  division  who  had  knowl- 
edge of  the  facts  and  w'ho  were  willing  to 
prosecute,  the  Committee  furnishing  the 
necessary  funds.  In  due  time  indictments 
were  found  in  a number  of  these  cases,  the 
indictments  charging  all  the  defendants  with 
conspiracy  to  violate  the  secrecy  of  the  ballot, 
and  also  charging  the  election  judges  with 
neglect  of  duty  in  allowing  such  violation  of 
the  secrecy  of  the  ballot  to  take  place.  A 
few  days  before  the  February  election,  on 
motion  of  the  defendants’  counsel.  Judge 
Staake  quashed  the  indictments  on  the 
ground  that  there  were  some  technical  defects 
in  them.  The  opinion  has  been  very  gener- 
ally misunderstood.  The  Court  held  that 
there  were  certain  informalities  in  the  bills 
of  indictment,  but  at  the  same  time  expressly 
stated  that  for  an  election  judge  to  permit 
a large  number  of  voters  to  be  accompanied 
into  the  booth,  without  any  declaration  or 
disability,  is  a crime.  The  defendants  are 
being  re-indicted  and  your  Committee  hopes 
that  they  will  be  tried  without  unnecessary 
delay. 


Police  Oeeicebs  Violate  the  Law. 

The  investigation  has  further  satisfied 
your  Committee  that  over- one  hundred  police 
officers  acted  in  gross  violation  of  the  law 
and  of  their  official  duty  at  the  November 
election,  not  merely  in  being  present  at  and 
officiously  active  about  the  polls,  but  also  in 
making  brutal  assaults  and  unwarranted 
arrests.  This  evidence,  or  as  much  of  it  as 
seemed  reliable  and  trustworthy,  was  care- 
fully collected  and  oh  February  2,,  1910,  a 
letter  was  written  by  your  Chairman  to 
Henry  Clay,  Director  of  the  Department  oi 
Public  Safety  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia, 
calling  his  attention  to  serious  violations  of 
law  by  108  police  officers.  The  names  of 
these  officers  were  furnished  to  the  Director 
and  also  a statement  of  the  nature  of  the 
charges  against  them  and  your  Committee 
offered  and  requested  an  opportunity  to  lay 
the  evidence  in  support  of  its  charges  be- 
fore the  Director,  or  before  a Police  Board 
of  Inquiry,  at  such  time  asi  the  Director 
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might  fix.  No  reply,  beyond  a bare  acknowl- 
edgment of  this  communication,  has  been 
received.  After  waiting  a proper  length  of 
time,  it  is  the  purpose  of  your  Committee  to 
take’  the  matter  up  again. 

The  investigation  of  the  Committee  also 
covered  a number  of  assaults  upon  and  the 
illegal  arrests  of  voters  who  were  endeavor- 
ing to  act  as  watchers  at  the  polls  and  ueie 
manfully  struggling  against  great  odds  to 
prevent  wholesale  violations  of  law.  These 
matters  have  long  been  public  propeitj'  and 
need  not  be  referred  to  here  in  detail.  It 
is  sufficient  to  say  at  this  time  that  in  all 
cases  where  the  evidence  appeared  to  justify 
arrests,  these  arrests  have  been  made. 

The  cost'  of  the  investigation  up  to  this 
time  has  been  .^8.201.64. 

Charges  Fully  Sustaixed. 

In  conclusion,  your  Committee  respectfully 
reports  that  its  investigation  of  the  Novem- 
ber election  has  fully  demonstrated  the  truth 
of  the  charges  made  at  the  time  of  the  elec- 
tion and  has  shown  that  the  conditions  that 
prevailed  were  even  worse  than  was  then 
thought.  The  gi-avity  of  the  offence  against 
the  secrecy  of.  the  ballot  can  scarcely  be 
overstated.'  No  doubt  our  statute  regulating 
the  assistance  of  voters  greatly  needs  to  be 
strengthened  and  improved.  The  present 
provision  is  loose  and  uncertain.  The  courts 
have  construed  it  in  different  ways  and  as 
matters  stand  to-day,  the  law  on  this  point 
is  pretty  much  whatever  the  dominant  polit- 
ical party  choose  to  consider  it.  But  no  pos- 
sible construction  of  the  statute  can  justify 
or  excuse  the  daring,  unscrupulous  and 
wholesale  attack  on  the  secrecy  of  the  ballot 
that  characterized  the  November  election  in 
this  city,  and  more  important  even  than  an 
improvement  in  the  statute,  is  a public  recog- 
nition and  realization  of  the  gravity  of  the 
offence  that  was  committed.  It  is  a serious 
matter  for  one  man  to  accompany  another 
into  the  polling  booth  and  participate  in  or 
direct  the  marking  of  his  ballot.  The  whole- 
sale assistance  of  voters  takes  place  mainly 
in  districts  which  contain  a large  number  of 
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veual  or  ignorant  classes.  TLie  average  citi- 
zen has  little  conception  of  the  number  of 
people  in  Philadelphia  who  will  sell  their 
votes  for  a small  sum  and  of  the  larger 
number  who  are  intimidated  by  fear  of  a 
political  organization  and  who  instead  of 
exercising  their  own  judgment  will  obey  the 
order  of  a political  superior  unless  they  are 
protected  in  casting  their  ballots  in  secret. 
Moreover  bribery  cannot  be  successfully 
practiced  on  a very  large  scale  unless  the 
votes  are  unmistakably  delivered  when  the 
bribes  are  paid.  The  usual  method  is  for 
the  briber  or  his  agent  to  accompany  the 
voter  into  the  polling  booth,  mark  the  ballot, 
hand  the  ballot  to  the  voter  and  at  the  same 
time  pay  him  his  price.  Thus  the  compart- 
ment erected  by  law  to  preserve  the  voter 
from  improper  influence  while  exercising  the 
highest  prerogative  of  citizenship  is  used  as 
a cover  for  the  consummation  of  a crime. 
No  less  objectionable  is  the  intimidation 
practiced  upon  timid  voters  or  officeholders, 
or  upon  others  who  for  various  reasons  fear 
political  influence,  by  demanding  that  they 
permit  themselves  to  be  assisted  in  the  mark- 
ing of  their  ballots.  They  are  afraid  to  re- 
fuse assistance,  and  when  it  is  offered  and 
accepted,  it  means  that  the  vote  is  cast  by 
a representative  of  a political  organization 
who  is  sent  into  the  booth  for  that  purpose. 

AVe  have  no  doubt  that  convictions  ought 
to  be  had  in  a large  number  of  the  cases 
which  we  have  instituted,  but  at  the  same 
time  we  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  the  law 
in  this  particular  is  greatly  in  need  of  amend- 
ment and  good  citizens  should  unite  to 
strengthen  this  provision  of  the  act  at  the 
next  session  of  the  Legislature  to  the  end 
that  elections  may  be  conducted  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Constitution  of  the  Common- 
wealth, which  ordains  that  “elections  shall 
be  free  and  equal”  and  “that  secrecy  in 
voting  be  preserved.” 

Approved  at  a meeting  of  the  Executive 
Board  held  March  1,  1910. 

.TORN  C.  WINSTON, 

Chairman. 

E.  L,  D.  Roach, 

Exer'iifire  Secretary. 


LIST  OF  DIVISIONS  INVESTIGA  I'tD 

First  Ward  18  Divisions 

Second  Ward  20  Divisions 

Third  Ward  ; 12  Divisions 

Fourth  Ward  11  Divisions 

Fifth  Ward  k 12  Divisions 

Sixth  Ward  d Divisions 

Seventh  Ward  22  Divisions 

Eighth  Ward  15  Divisions 

Ninth  Ward  9 Divisions 

Tenth  Ward  20  Divisions 

Eleventh  Ward  1 Division 

Twelfth  Ward 9 Divisions 

Thirteenth  Ward  li  Divisions 

Fourteenth  Ward  18  Divisions 

Fifteenth  Ward  30  Divisions 

Sixteenth. Ward  12  Divisions 

Seventeenth  Ward  5 Divisions 

Eighteenth  Ward  20  Divisions 

Nineteenth  Ward  30  Divisions 

Twentieth  Ward  21  Divisions 

Twenty-first  Ward 21  Divisions 

Twenty-second  Ward  2 Divisions 

Twenty-third  Ward 3 Divisions 

Twenty-fourth  Ward  30  Divisions 

Twenty-fifth  Ward  20  Divisions 

Twenty-sixth  Ward  2(5  Divisions 

Twenty-seventh  Ward  12  Divisions 

Tewnty-eighth  Ward  15  Divisions 

Twenty-ninth  Ward  18  Divisions 

Thirtieth  Ward  15  Divisions 

Thirty-first  Ward  5 Divisions 

Thirty-second  Ward  6 Divisions 

Thirty-third  Ward  5 Divisions 

Thirty-fourth  Ward  5 Divisions 

Tliirty-flfth  Ward  3 Divisions 

Thirty-sixth  Ward  22  Divisions 

Thirty-seventh  Ward  8 Divisions 

Tiiirty-eighth  Ward  1 Division 

Thirty-ninth  Ward  5 Divisions 

Fortieth  Ward  2 Divisions 

Forty-first  Ward  2 Divisions 

Forty-second  Ward  3 Divisions 

Forty-third  Ward 1 Division 

Forty-fourth  Ward  4 Divisions 

Forty-fifth  Ward  1 Division 

Forty-sixth  Ward  5 Divisions 

Forty-seventh  W^ard 2 Divisions 
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FUTURE  WORK  OF  THE  COMMITTEE. 

On  behalf  of  the  Executive  Board,  Mr.  C. 
L.  McKeehan  made  a report  regarding  the 
future  work  of  the  Committee.  He  reported 
that  the  E.xecutive  Board  is  unanimously  of 
opinion  that  it  is  of  great  importance  for 
the  Committee  of  Seventy  to  continue  its 
efforts  to  secure  the  proper  conduct  of  elec- 
tions, and  especially  to  continue  the  work 
begun  last  summer  in  regard  to  the  registra- 
tion of  voters.  The  work  last  summer  was 
done  by  an  inexperienced  force  of  men  and 
in  a short  space  of  time.  Notwithstanding 
these  handicaps,  much  good  was  accom- 
plished. In  response  to  the  request  of  the 
Executive  Board,  the  City  Committees  of  the 
Republican,  Democratic  and  William  Penn 
parties  formally  declared  themselves  in  favor 
of  an  honest  registration  and  offered  to  co- 
operate with  the  Committee  of  Seventy. 
The  Committee  canvassed  359  divisions  prior 
to  the  first  registration  day  and  a list  of 
25,000  names,  appearing  on  the  assessors’ 
lists  of  persons  not  qualified  to  register,  were 
furnished  to  the  various  political  parties. 
A considerable  amount  of  evidence  was  laid 
before  the  Registration  Commissioners  for 
their  assistance  in  the  appointment  of  Regis- 
trars and  the  Board  is  informed  by  the  Com- 
missioners that  this  evidence  was  of  great 
assistance  to  them.  After  the  registration 
was  completed,  the  Boards  succeeded  in  hav- 
ing 992  names,  illegally  registered,  stricken 
from  the  lists.  A number  of  instances  of 
illegal  registration  were  discovered  and  19 
persons  have  been  arrested  and  indicted. 
One  of  them  has  been  tried,  convicted  and 
sentenced. 

The  Committee  is  now  well  equipped  for 
the  continuation  of  this  work.  It  has  a 
permanent  office  in  the  Bulletin  Building,  in 
which  is  filed  all  the  data  collected  with  ref- 
erence to  the  registration  of  1909.  Its  per- 
manent office  force,  consisting  of  the  Execu- 
tive Secretary  and  two  assistants,  have  now 
had  considerable  experience  in  this  work,  are 
thoroughly  familiar  with  it  and  are  well 
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equipped  to  take  charge  of  it.  The  cost  of 
maintaining  this  permanent  organization,  in- 
cluding oflice  rent  and  stenographer,  will  be 
.$5,000  a year.  The  employment  of  a number 
of  canvassers,  prior  to  and  during  the  regis- 
tration period,  and  legal  expenses,  will  re- 
quire an  additional  $5,000,  so  that  about 
$10,000  annually  will  be  required  to  properly 
prosecute  this  work.  The  Executive  Board  is 
of  opinion  that  the  efforts  cf  this  Commit- 
tee have  been  responsible  in  large  part  for 
the  fact  that  there  has  been  up  to  the  pres- 
ent time  no  widespread  violation  of  the  Per- 
sonal Registration  Act,  and  that  the  con- 
tinued elficiency  of  the  statute  is  dependent 
upon  the  t-ontinued  existence  of  a non-parti- 
san body  of  citizens  who  will  insist  upon  a 
faithful  obedience  to  the  act  and  who  will 
punish  violations  of  it. 

After  some  remarks  by  Judge  .Jenkins,  J. 
M.  Dodge,  W.  W.  Justice.  F.  H.  Strawbridge, 
W.  C.  Bullitt,  Dr.  Woodward  and  others, 
the  following  resolution  was  unanimously 
adopted. 

“Resolved,  that  the  Committee  of 
Seventy  approves  the  recommendation  of 
the  Executive  Board  that  this  Commit- 
tee shall  continue  its  efforts  to  enforce 
obedience  to  the  provisions  of  the  Per- 
sonal Registration  Act,  and  to  insure 
the  proper  conduct  of  elections  in  this 
city.  The  Executive  Board  is  instructed 
to  proceed  in  accordance  with  the  terms 
of  this  resolution  and  the  members  of 
the  Committee  guarantee  the  raising  of 
a fund  of  .$10,000  for  maintaining  the 
executive  organization  of  the  Committee 
and  for  carrying  on  its  work  during  the 
ensuing  year.” 


Philadelphia, , IhlO. 
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Address 


STATEMENT 


OF 

RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS 

from  December  2.1,  1908,  to  February  28,  1910. 


Receipts. 

Contributions  


810,253.50 


Disbursements. 


Furniture  for  office  8223.77 

Printing-  647.26 

Office  expense.s  2,220.00 

Rent  410.21 

Compensation  of  canvass- 
ers   4,318.99 

Prosecution  of  election 
and  registration  frauds, 
including  investigations 
and  le,gal  expenses  ....  4,505.60 

Stenographers  and  clerks  1,371.90 

Secretary’s  salary  1.035.00 

Sundries  68.60 

Balance  on  band 1,452.17 


$16,253.50 

RICHARD  L.  AUSTIN. 

Treasurer. 


LYBRAND.  RQSS  BROS.  & MONTGOMERY 
Certified  Public  Accouxtxxts 
(Pennsylvania) 

Philadelphia,  lOtb  iMarch,  1910. 

We  have  examined  the  accounts  of  Richard 
L.  Austin.  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  The  Committee 
of  Seventy  for  tlie  period  21st  December, 
1908.  to  2Sth  February.  1910.  and  found 
them  to  be  correct  and  correctly  set  forth  in 
the  foregoing  statement. 

(Signed)  LYBRAND.  ROSS  BROS.  & 
MONTGOMERY. 

Certifier!  Ptihlic  Accountants. 
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COMMITTEE  OF  SEVENTY 


(The  first  address  is  the  rfesidence  address; 
the  second  one  is  the  business.) 


Richard  L.  Austin, 

Rex  and  Seminoie  Aves.,  Germantown, 
110  South  Third  Street. 

.John  K.  Baird, 

1506  N.  Sixteenth  Street. 

307  Real  Estate  Trust  Building. 

.James  Bateman, 

134  W.  Washington  Lane,  Germantown, 
122  S.  Front  Street. 

George  I.  Bodine, 

Sunset  AA"e..  Chestnut  Iliii. 

120  S.  Fourth  Street. 

Franklin  N.  Brewer, 

1410  Pine  Street, 

Thirteenth  and  Market  Streets. 

tViLLiAM  C.  Bullitt, 

222  South  Nineteenth  Street. 

Bullitt  Building. 

George  Burnham,  ,Tr., 

Berwyn,  Chester  Co.,  Pa., 

1218  Chestnut  Street. 

Herbert  L.  Clark, 

School  House  Lane,  Germantown, 

321  Chestnut  Street. 

I’ercy  II.  Clark, 

Cynwyd,  Pa., 

321  Chestnut  Street. 

Henry  H.  Collins, 

Bryn  Mawr. 

226  Columbia  Ave. 

S.  W.  Colton.  Jr., 

3409  Powelton  Are., 

321  Chestnut  Street. 

Morris  Lleweli,yn  Cooke. 

401  W.  Walnut  Lane,  Germantown, 
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Francis  R.  Cope,  Jr., 

E.  Washington  Lane,  Germantown, 
West  End  Trust  Building. 

Frank  Miles  Daal 

Mt.  Airy,  Philadelphia. 

925  Chestnut  Street. 

Henry  T.  Decheet, 

39.S0  Walnut  Street, 

West  End  Trust  Building. 

James  Ay'lward  Develin, 

6052  Overbrook  Ave., 

400  Chestnut  Street. 

Louis  Di  Beraedino, 

821  Cliristian  Street. 

James  M.  Dodge, 

Clapier  St.,  cor  McKean,  Germantown. 
Care  of  Link  Belt  Co.,  Nicetown. 
Russell  Duane, 

2028  DeLancey  Place. 

1617  Land  Title  Building. 

Franklin  S.  Edmonds, 

7818  Lincoln  Drive, 

614  Franklin  Builtling. 

Powell  Evans, 

Devon,  Pa. 

517  Arch  Street. 

Samuel  S.  Fels, 

Thirty-ninth  and  Walnut  Streets, 
Seventy-third  and  Woodland  Ave. 
Vivian  Frank  Gable, 

201  N.  Thirty-fourth  Street, 

133  S.  Twelfth  Street. 

Alfred  C.  Gibson, 

707  Westview  Ave.,  Mt.  Airy, 

1426  Callowhill  Street. 

William  A.  Glasgow,  Jr., 

124  S.  Twenty-second  Street. 

415  Real  Estate  Trust  Building. 

Emil  Guenther, 

Hamilton  Court, 

308  Pennsylvania  Building. 

William  H.  Haines, 

5433  M'ayne  Street,  Germantown, 

11.36  Ridge  Ave. 
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Cl^EENCE  L.  HAEPEB, 

1922  Green  Street, 

715  Chestniit  Street. 

Henry  La  Barre  Jayne, 

1035  Spruce  Street, 

505  Chestnut  Street. 

John  Story  Jenks, 

1937  Arch  Street, 

328  Chestnut  Street. 

Robert  D.  Jenks, 

920  Clinton  Street, 

700  West  End  Trust. 

Chaei.es  F.  Jenkins, 

150  W.  W.Tshington  Lane,  Germantown. 
1024  Race  Street. 

IION.  Theodore  F.  Jenkins, 

39.33  Walnut  Street, 

1100  Franklin  Bank  Building. 

WiEEiAM  W.  Justice, 

Manheim,  near  McKean,  Germantown, 
517  Chestnut  Street, 

.7,  Percy'  Keating, 

1833  DeLancey  Place, 

701  Arcade  Building, 

Max  Levy', 

145  Maplewood  Ave.,  Germantown, 

220  W.  Roberts  Ave.,  Germantown. 

Francis  A.  Lewis, 

2207  St.  James  Place, 

512  Walnut  Street. 

Theodore  J.  Lewis, 

212  N.  Thirty-fourth  Street, 

1218  Chestnut'  Street. 

William  M.  Longsteeth, 

Knox  and  Penn  Sts.,  Germantown, 

230  Chestnut  Street. 

Thomas  J.  McCaefrey, 

5453  Spruce  Street. 

J.  Gibson  McIlvain, 

East  Downingtown,  Pa. 

Crozer  Building,  Phila. 
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Charles  L.  McKeehan, 

211G  Cbestmit  Street, 

321  Cbestnut  Street. 

Henry  F.  Mitchell, 

210  N.  Tbirty-foiirtb  Street, 
Tbirty-sixtb  and  Reed  Streets. 

Roland  S.  Morris, 

2122  Spruce  Street, 

Land  Title  Building. 

George  W.  Norris. 

2-34  S.  Tweuty-secoud  Street, 

Franklin  Bank  Building. 

William  F.  Norris, 

15.30  Locust  Street 
133  S.  Twelfth  Street. 

S.  Davis  Page. 

281  S.  Fourtb  Street, 

700  West  End  Trust  Building. 

Sheldon  Potter, 

48  W.  Tulpebocken  St.,  Geriiuuitown. 

800  West  End  Trust  Building. 

Francis  B.  Reeves, 

McKean,  Ave.,  Germantown, 

116  S.  Tblrd  Street. 

Charles  Richardson, 

1307  Spruce  Street, 

704  North  x\merican  Building. 

Dr.  L.  S.  Rowe, 

340  McKean,  University  Dormitories 
(Thirty-seventh  and  Spruce  Sts.). 

tViLLiAM  H.  Scott, 

168  School  Lane,  Gerniautonwn. 

1211  Clover  Streeet. 

Coleman  Sellers,  ,Tr.. 

3301  Baring  Street, 

1600  Hamilton  Street. 

Frederick  H.  Strawbridge, 

School  Lane.  Germantown, 

801  Market  Street. 

Allan  Sutherland, 

1.502  Tioga  Street, 

North  American  Buildin.g. 
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Albebt  E.  Turner, 

0306  Woodbine  Ave.,  Overbrook, 

M.  E.  cor.  Broad  and  Chestnut  Streets. 

Andrew  R.  Wight, 

405  W.  School  Lane,  Germantown, 

1.520  Chestnut  Street. 

As.4.  S.  Wing, 

4C28  Walnut  Street, 

409  Chestnut  Street. 

.John  C.  Winston, 

5441  Wayne  Ave.,  Germantown, 

1010  Arch  Street. 

Owen  Wistee. 

Old  York  Road  and  Olney  Ave.,  Oak 
Lane, 

913  Pine  Street. 

Stuart  Wood, 

1620  Locust  Street. 

400  Chestnut  Street. 

Walter  Wood, 

1620  Locust  Street. 

400  Chestnut  Street. 

Dr.  George  ■ Woodward, 

400  W.  Willow  Grove  Ave.,  Chestnut 
Hill, 

708  North  American  Building. 

Thomas  Raeburn  White,  Counsel, 

187  Maplewood  Street,  Germantown, 
700  West  End  Trust  Building. 

E.  L.  D.  Roach,  Executive  Secretary. 

4936  N.  Camac  Street, 

708  Bulletin  Building. 


